


Four mega drivers for our 
food system 

Population growth 

– Urbanization & demographic transition 

How we think about ourselves  

– “I consume, therefore I am” 

– The religion of progress 

Fossil fuels 

– Technology and transport 

– Oiling the market - cutting the chains of ecology  

Market economy & globalization 

– Market volume, width, and depth  

– Market imperative: “grow or die”  



1850: 250 hours to harvest 1 ton of barley 
2000: 5 minutes 

 

Gunnar Rundgren, Trädgården Jorden 



 



Global Meat Consumption kg/capita/year
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Why do people eat more chicken? 





The required 
transformation 
is much more 
profound than 
simply tweaking 
the existing 
industrial 
agricultural 
system. 



Transformations needed  
 

From crops and plants as 
commodities to crops 
and plants as symbionts 

From nutrient intake and 
consumption to eating as 
culture 

From nature as private 
property to commons 

From farming as a business 
to planetary 
stewardship 



 


